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TCMA Vital Signs March 27, 2023

UPCOMING EVENTS:

April 4 - First Tuesdays at the Capitol

April 5 - Mah Jongg

April 15 - Party with a Purpose

April 19 - Mah Jongg

April 20 - General Meeting (note: Thursday, not Tuesday)

May 2 - First Tuesdays at the Capitol

May 9 - Executive Board Retreat

May 18-20 - ALLMED 2023 Conference Fort Worth
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President's Notes

Dear Alliance Friends,

It was great to see many of you 

Friday night at the TCMS/TCMA Joint 

Installation.

As I said on Friday, I am so grateful for this 

year’s board and excited about next year’s 

board which will be led by the invincible 

Christi Dammert! 
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Before this year’s board officially hands over the reins, we still have two of our 

biggest events on the horizon. First, the Party with a Purpose is less than three 

weeks away! The committee has been hard at work, and the event promises to 

be a great time to see old friends and to meet some of our newer members; our 

fabulous grant recipients; and our generous event sponsors. Please purchase 

your tickets THIS WEEK!

Our final general meeting of the year is a luncheon scheduled the following week 

on Thursday (not Tuesday) April 20 at the Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center. 

Here, much of our work throughout the year comes to fruition as we present 

checks to this year’s grant recipients. Please make plans to join us.

Finally, I wanted to share that TCMA member, Marina Sifuentes, will be honored 

for her impressive record of advocacy and service at People’s Community 

Clinic’s annual There’s No Such Thing as a Free Lunch fundraiser on May 15. 

I know many of our TCMA members will want to celebrate Marina by attending 

the luncheon. Please contact her at mpsifuentes@gmail.com or 512-797-4977 to 

confirm your seat. More information about the event can be found at 

https://www.austinpcc.org/2023luncheon.

I hope to see you soon at the Party with a Purpose and the April general 

meeting!

Shannon McNeil

With less than three weeks before this year's signature event,

it's time to buy your 2023 Party with a Purpose tickets! 

Get PWAP Tickets Here
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Buy Derby Raffle
Tickets Here
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Share this link (https://www.tcmalliance.org/kentuckyderby) with 

your friends and family. You don’t need to be present to win!

Additional raffle items are available here:

https://www.tcmalliance.org/raffleitems
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...and now, here are more quirky, fun facts about our 

beloved city. 
•  Hippie Hollow at Lake Travis is the only legal nude beach in Texas. Austin 

is also the only city in the state that doesn't have legislation preventing ladies 

from "hanging it out" for all to see.

• Austin is home to the largest bat colony in North America. Around 1.5 

million bats emerge from under the Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue 

Bridge just before sunset every day from March to October.

• When present-day Austin was incorporated into the Republic of Texas in 

1836, it was named Waterloo. But after Texas Vice President Mirabeau B. 

Lamar proposed moving the capital to the Village of Waterloo in 1839, it was 

renamed for Stephen F. Austin.
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2023 Party With A Purpose Sponsors

Platinum:

Inga Ruckman and Richard Ruckman, MD

Gold:

Ascension Seton, Austin Area OBGYN & Fertility, Austin Regional 

Clinic, Capitol Anesthesiology Association, Clinical Pathology 

Associates,

Travis County Medical Society

 Silver:

North American Partners in Anesthesia

St. David's HealthCare 

 Bronze:

Ernest and Sarah Butler, Jim Eskew and Lynn Langley,

Texas Medical Alliance Insurance Trust

 Bright Star:

Eye Institute of Austin, Brian and Carolyn DeRoeck, Dr. Michael 

Romain @ Austin Diagnostic Clinic, Texas Fertility Center, Concho 

Hearts Hospice

FIRST TUESDAYS AT THE CAPITOL

April 4 and May 2
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Thank you for sharing your stories; our voices are making a difference! TMA 

First Tuesdays continue monthly through May. Please consider joining local 

physicians and Alliance advocates by registering to participate on April 4 and/or 

May 2, 2023.

New to advocacy? Watch the TCMAA Advocacy 101 Session 

(https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=zW5aklb57V0) to gain insight into what to expect in a legislative visit 

and

how YOUR presence/experiences make a difference.

Register
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Mah Jongg

April 5th; 11:30am

Bring a sack lunch and join us 

to play at the home of Shelly 

Ozdil, 3502 Scenic Hills.

Please contact Kathy 

Thorstad, 

kthorstad@austin.rr.com for 

information or if you'd like to 

be added to the group email 

list.

New players welcome!

Annual Fund Drive

Donation deadline March 31st

If you have not yet contributed, this is your last chance before the final donor list 

goes to print in preparation for the Party With a Purpose on April 15. Please 

consider making your tax-deductible donation today! All proceeds support our 

community service projects and grant recipients.

DONATE Here
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Thank You Fund Drive Donors!
SPONSOR ($1500+)

Dr. Ernest and Sarah Butler Family Fund

Lynn Langley and Jim Eskew

PARTNER ($1000-$1499)

Toni Burns

Fiona and Nima Esfandiari

Dr. Robert and Karin Foster

Carla and Byron Wilkenfeld

GOLD ($500-$999)

Dr. John Abikhaled

Vickie and Guy Blumhagen

Rob and Julie Cowan (in honor of Shannon McNeil)

Berenice and Jason Craig

Dr. and Mrs. Mark Crozier  (in honor of Pat Wallis)

Cecilia Neuhaus Deaton

Treva and Jeff Horwitz

Shannon and Jeff McNeil

Lara and Bob Norris

Richard and Susan Redfern

ASSOCIATE ($250-$499)

Margene and Pat Beckham

Dr. and Mrs. James R. Cullington

Sherrie and Dr. Bob Frachtman

Elaine and Michael Kasper

Karen and Stanley Kim

Dr. and Mrs. Shannon Kratzer

Sharon and Greg Kronberg

David and Ann McFarland

Kevin and Beth O’Farrell

Beth and Bob Schlechter

Melissa and Todd Smith

Dr. Tony and Renee Stanley

Phyllis W. Tate (in memory of Robert A. Tate, M.D.)

CONTRIBUTOR ($100-$249)

Carolyn Biebas

Dr. Sean and Cindy Blaydon
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Dr. Sean and Cindy Blaydon

Dr. Chance and Carrie Connor

Mary and Byron Darby

Ben and Kathy Downie

Dr. Elwood and Sue Eichler

Arnold and Christina Fenrich

Charlotte and Sonny Haro

Deneitra and Jeffrey Hutchinson

Polly and Marcus Lines

Patty and Ike Loose 

Jeni and Gus Lowry

Ann and Hector Morales

Shelly and Erol Ozdil (in honor of Pat Wallis)

Tony and Wendy Propst

Dr. Brian and Maryann Sayers

Tony and Lydia Soldano

Jenny Stern

Todd Shamberg and Betty Stuart

Michael and Karen Teneriello

Kathy Thorstad

Barbara Tindel (in memory of Jerry Tindel, M.D.)

Pat Wallis

Dr. Robert Whitfield

OTHER

Loren Gigliotti

Dr. Brannon and Kelly Hyde

Beverly Kerbow

Beth O’Farrell, Annual Fund Drive Chair, bofarrell21@gmail.com

2023 Party With A Purpose Sponsors
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Vital Signs 

Submissions

Step 1: Text should be attached as a 

Word Doc; created & shared in Google 

Drive; or, if very brief, can be shared in 

body of email.

Step 2: Image should be attached as a 

JPEG or PNG. Do not add to the body 

of email. Alternatively, image can be 

created & shared in Google Photos.

Step 3: Email content/link to Deneitra at 

denny@wadealliance.com by 5pm 

Friday, prior to Monday's distribution. 

Content that is date-dependent will 

appear in the newsletter until the 

information is no longer relevant.

Step 4: If you submit new content, you 

will receive a draft newsletter. Please 

review and re-submit any changes by 

10pm Saturday.

4300 North Lamar Boulevard Austin, TX 78756

512-206-1270
www.tcmalliance.org   
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